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COINS,  ETC,  WANTED. 

Special  IKanfj  of  Collectors  Entered  in  This  Column  Free  of  Charge- 
CENTS.  1794.  Mills.  Nos.  li.  8.  17,  18,  19,  24,  29,  34,  37,  42,  43, 
47,  48,  50,  61,  52,  and  subsequent  numbers.  The  most  liber- 
al cash  prices  paid  tor  any  of  the  above  varieties  In  flno 
condition.  Poor  specimens  not  wanted. 

Wanted.  No  6,  Vol.  II,  of  the  Am.  Journal  of  Numismatics. 


Importer  of  Gold  and  Sliver  Coins  of  Ancient  Greece  and 
Romo. 


Early  American  Coins,  English  Coins,  German  Double,  Triple, 
etc..  Crowns,  Foreign  Copper  Coins,  Siege  Pieces,  Masonic 
Medals,  Luther  Coins  and  Medals,  Historical  Medals,  Ar- 
tistic Medals,  Swedish  Plate  Money,  Etc.,  Etc. 


Packages  of  Coins  sent  on  approval  to  responsible  parties. 


Catalogues  of  all  New  York  Auction  Sales  of  Coins  and  Medals 
furnished  on  application,  free  of  charge. 


Orders  tor  all  Auction  Sales  of  Coins  In  New  York  carefully 
executed  In  person,  at  lowest  possible  prices,  and  under 
personal  guarantee,  at  the  following  rates : 

On  purchases  up  to  $50.-10  per  ct. 

On  purchases  In  excess  of  $50.-5  per  ct. 


Purchases  at  all  European  sales  effected  at  the  following  rates, 
but  orders  should  bo  sent  at  least  20  days  before  the  sale 
takes  place : 

The  Franc  at  22>j  cents,  the  Reichsmark  at  27 cents,  to  cover 
all  expenses  Inclusive  of  transportation,  commission,  etc. 

Priced  catalogues  of  current  sales  at  low  rates. 


Coins  and  Medalllo  Collections  appraised,  carefully  and 
promptly  catalogued  for  public  auction  at  the  lowest  rates 
and  cash  advances  made.  ’ 


Duplicates  from  customers’  collections  accepted  for  auction 
sales. 


Hare  Coins  for  private  sale,  and  Collectors’ Wants  advertised 
In  Numlsma  Tree  of  charge  and  10  to  15  per  ct.  com.  If  sale  Is 
effected.  This  Is  the  most  prompt  and  economical  way  of 
DuylDg  or  selling  rare  coins. 


Correspondence  In  English,  French,  German,  Spanish  and 
Italian. 


CO/JVS  FOR  SALE. 

COLLECTION  OF  J.  S TWINING,  ESQ. 

Continued  from  May  number.  Note.  We  hope  to  offer  In  our 
next  Issue  the  beautiful,  rare,  and  valuable  American  Gold 
Coins  ot  this  collection. 


634  1794  Lower  curl  touches  second  star.  Very 

tine  . - $10  00 

635  1794  Two  lower  curls  touch  two  lower 


stars.  V.  good 5 00 

636  1795  Birelj  ciiculated 5 00 

637  1795  Variety;  hue j 5Q 

638  1796  15  stars.  Fine;  the  Hair  a little  worn 

but  lu  Very  desirable  conditiou 50  00 

639  1797  Very  fine  for  this  date;  cheap  at 60  00 

6d0  1801  Very  good;  rare  2 50 

641  1802  Sharp,  spleuJid  impressiou;  about 


UDCir 

642  1803  Very  fine 

643  1805  over  ’04  Very  good  

644  1805  Perfect  date;  fine 

645  1806  Pointed  6 V.  fine 

646  1807  Barely  circulated 

647  1807  Head  1.  V.  fine 

648  1808  V,  fine 

649  1809,1810,  1811,  1812;  v.  fine 

650  1813,  1814  Fine;  @ 

651  1815  Sharp;  uncirculaied 

652  1817  and ’18.  Fine® 

653  1818  over  ’16.  Uncirculated 

654  1819  Small  with  date;  v.  fine 

655  1820  over  ’19.  Unciiculaled 

656  1820,  ’21.  (var.),  ’22  (var  ).  ’23,  ’24,  ’25.  ’26 
(var.),  ’27  (var.).  ’28  (var.),  ’29  (var.)  ®.. 

657  1830,  ’31  (var).  ’32,  ’33,  ’34,  (var  ),  ’35/36, 

’37,  ’38.  Very  fine;  @ 

658  1838  and  ’39.  Uncirculated  @ 

659  1839  O under  bust;  good 

660  1830  Liberty  seated;  with  and  without 

draperv.  Fine  @ 

661  1840.  ’43.  ’46,  ’53,  ’54,  ’55,  ’57.  Uncircu- 

lated, @ 


10  00 
1 50 
1 00 
75 
75 
1 GO 
75 
75 

1 00 
75 

10  00 
60 
1 00 
75 

1 00 

75 

75 
1 00 
75 

75 

75 


NUMISMA  TIC  GOSSIP. 

The  death  of  Gen,  U.  S.  Grant  has  for  the 
moment  caused  an  astonishing  boom  in  Grant 
medals,  the  most  extraordinary  prices  being 
offered  by  eager  but  poorly  infoi  med  admir- 
ers. A small  exhibit  of  the  most  ordinary  of 
the  Grant  medals  created  an  immense  sensa- 
tion in  New  York;  the  fine  but  very  common 
bronze  medal  by  Hugues  Bovy  is  rated  at 
from  $45  to  $250;  James  R.  Davis,  one  of 
the  306  positively  refused  $500  for  his  copy 
of  the  “Old  Guard"  medal,  struck  in  honor  of 
those  306  delegates  who  supported  Gen. 
Grant  ior  the  Presidential  nomination  in  1880, 
etc.  As  a matter  of  fact  the  last  named 
medal  is  a very  ordinary  piece  of  work  and 
there  is  nothing  artistic  either  in  the  design 
or  execution,  but  its  fancied  historical  impor- 
tance may  make  it  excessively  rare  for  a long 
time  to  come.  The  obverse  bears  a bust  of 
Grant  to  lett  over  crossed  branches  of  oak 
and  laurel.  This  is  surrounded  by  36  small 
panels  each  containing  the  number  of  votes 
cast  at  each  of  36  ballots.  The  rev.  bears 
the  legend  “(Jommemorative  of  the  36  ballots 
of  the  Old  Guard  for  Ulyses  !S.  Grant  for 
President,  Republican  National  Convention, 
Chicago,  June  1880,’’  and  name  of  recipient 
engraved  below. 

Several  cheap  mortuary  medals  made  their 
appearance  immediately  after  the  death  of 
Grant,  but  these  were  comparatively  neglec- 
lected,  curiosity  seekers  endeavoring  to  ob- 
tain the  earlier  issues  struck  in  his  honor 
during  the  war,  or  the  Presidential  terms.  It 
is  safe  to  assert  that  if  a man  had  during  the 
last  10  or  1 5 years  bought  and  hoarded  up 
say  5,000  of  the  cheaper  Grant  medals  that 
sell  at  from  02  to  loc  eacli  at  sales,  he  could 
probably  have  immediately  realized  an  aver- 
age of  $i  each  for  them  in  New  York,  and 
made  a small  fortune,  sc  eager  were  people 
of  all  classes  to  obtain  Grant  medals.  A 
young  man  of  our  acquaintance  who  had  a 


small  lot  costing  about  $1.50  got  $16  which 
being  immediately  resold  fetched  $45,  etc. 

The  1783  Washington  Cent  offered  in  the 
columns  of  the  N.  Y.  World  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Pedestal  fund  or  Liberty  Enlightening 
the  World  was  finally  sold  at  $117,  and  now 
the  W^orld  boasts  that  this  is  the  highest 
price  ever  realized  for  a cent  in  America.  It 
is  a fact  that  the  newspapers  in  general  make 
the  most  egregious  blunders  whenever  they 
have  anything  to  say  about  “American 
Coins,”  and  if  their  information  on  other  sub- 
jects was  on  par  with  their  numismatic  knowl- 
edge, no  reliance  whatever  could  be  placed 
or  any  statement  made.  Let  us  hope  that 
the  buyer  of  this  coin  bought  it  from  patriot- 
ic motives,  not  for  filthy  lucre's  sake.  At  our 
sale  July  24,  no.  121,  comprising  three  speci- 
mens of  the  World  type,  Washington  cent, 
and  three  other  varieties  of  Washington  cents 
sold  for  60c  or  loc  each  which  is  about  what 
these  cents  are  worth  and  will  be  worth  for 
the  next  50  years. 

Look  out  for  the  next  issue  of  Numisma,  it 
will  contain  a list  of  about  300  Spanish  and 
Spanish-American  proclamation  coins  and 
medals,  forming  one  of  the  best  collections 
of  this  class  ever  offered  at  public  or  private 
sale.  This  collection  was  lately  invoiced  to 
us  from  Paris,  to  be  sold  through  Numisma 
at  our  regular  advertised  rates. 

We  have  now  on  hand  a splendid  stock  of 
Greek  and  Roman  gold  coins  some  of  e.x- 
traordinary  beauty  and  value;  collectors  of 
these  specialties  will  do  well  to  place  them- 
selves in  direct  communication  with  us. 

A very  valuable  collection  of  uncanceled 
postage  stamps  of  early  issues  will  be  sold 
by  us  at  Geo.  A.  Leavitt  & Co.,  September 
24  and  25.  Catalogues  ready  August  25,  and 
can  be  had  on  application.  A special  edition 
with  one  heliotype  plate  will  be  issued. 

Our  next  coin  sale  will  comprise  a small 
but  extremely  fine  and  valuable  collection  of 


historical  coins  and  medals  of  Canada,  also 
beautiful  and  rare  Foreign  silver  coins,  U. 
S.  cents,  etc. 

We  are  truly  under  obligations  to  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics  of  Boston 
for  its  very  flattering  comments  concerning 
our  catalogue  of  the  “Coins  of  the  Orient” 
sold  1 6 and  17  inst.  It  is  true  that  we  spent 
6 weeks  of  the  hardest  kind  of  work  on  this 
collection,  working  from  8 a.  m.  to  i i p.  m. 
daily;  it  is  also  ‘rue  that  this  job  almost 
drove  our  printer  frantic,  but  hard  work  has 
no  terror  either  for  the  editor  of  Numisma  or 
W.  T.  R.  Marvin,  and  were  the  occasion  to 
offer  itself  again  both  would  no  doubt  be 
found  willing  and  ready.  This  collection  cost 
us  $650  cash,  the  outlay  for  the  catalogue 
and  sale  was  S 175,  proceeds  of  sale  $890.77- 
net  profit  $615.77  or  about  10  per  cent  on  the 
investment.  It  will  be  seen  that  considering 
the  amount  of  work  the  result  was  not  satis- 
factory, but  the  knowledge  that  our  attempt  in 
a field  so  new  to  American  collectors  met  with 
the  approval  and  commendations  of  many  ad- 
vanced and  well  informed  collectors  is  in  it- 
self at  least  equal  to  a financial  success.  We 
have  still  a lew  of  the  thick  paper  copies, 
illustrated  with  four  beantitul  heliotype  plates, 
and  neatly  priced  in  red  ink;  sent  post  paid 
at  75c.  each. 


THE  MEDALS  OF  JOHN  LAW. 

(Continued.) 

IV. 

Obverse  as  last. 

Rev.  KWIA  MVNDVS  FVLD  TEZIBI  NIGHT 
LVXT  MEHR  HAT  ZVR  LOTTERIE  SO  SCHAFFT 
VOR  BILLETS  ACTIEN  HER  IN  DIE  KREVZ  V IN 
DIE  QVER  NACH  DER  lEZIGEN  WELT  BEGEHR. 

Silver;  tin. 

V. 

Obverse  as  last. 

Rev.  LUNDI  NOUS  ACHETTONS  DES  ACTIONS 
MARDI  NOUS  AVON’S  DES  MILLIONS  MERCREDI 
NOUS  REGLONS  NOTRE  MENAGE  JEVDI  NOVS 


] 

NOVS  METTON'S  EN  EQVIPAGE  VENDREDI  NOUS 
ALLONS  AV  ItAL  ET  SAMEDI  A L IlOPITAL  DI- 
MANCIIF.  NOUS  VIDONS  PAR  LES  BILLETS  DE 
BANQVES  TOVTES  LES  bovrses.  Silvcr;  tin. 

VI. 

A ploughman,  swinging  a whip  in  his  right, 
drives  two  horses,  harnessed  to  a plow  to 
right,  over  a field;  the  horizon  is  clouded. 

BEATVM  DIG  SINE  AGTIIS  PATERNA  RVRA  QVI 

agitat;  in  exergue,  post  nvbila  phoebvs 

DVM  ABUT  LAW  A PARIS  IN  SOLSTITIO  LVNAE 
D.  XIX  DECBR  XX. 

Rev.  SPES  MALA  DAT  LAQVROS  AVCTIS  PRO 
REBVS  AVARO  I.  TIM.  VI.  V.  6.  iucl.  12,  1 7,  1 8, 

19,  c.  w.  Silver. 

(to  he  continued. ) 

The  thanks  of  Solomon’s  Lodge,  196,  F.  & 
A.  M„  are  here'oy  tendered  to  the  gentlemen 
who  so  promptly  and  so  generously  respond- 
ed to  our  request  for  medals,  suitable  me- 
mentoes, etc.,  (see  May  number),  to  be 
placed  in  the  corner  stone  of  the  Masonic 
Temple,  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 

Altogether  some  80  medals  and  objects 
were  received  by  us,  which,  with  many  other 
contributions  from  other  sources,  formed  an 
extremely  interesting  exhibit,  and  entirely 
filled  the  large  box  into  which  they  were 
placed. 

Among  our  contributors  we  name  Dr.  S. 
L.  Lee,  William  Poillon,  Wm.  H.  Warner  & 
Bros.,  Phila.,  (22  medals),  A.  M,  Smith, 
Edwin  L.  Johnson,  Dr.  Husted,  Ed  de 
Saugy,  an  unknown  donor  sent  from  U.  S. 
Mint,  Phila.,  a proof  set  18S5;  others  desired 
that  their  names  should  not  be  mentioned. 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  June  25th  last, 
Frank  R.  Lawrence,  Grand  Master  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  assisted  by  the  Grand 
Officers,  officiating. 

The  Masonic  Temple  at  Tarrytown  is  to 
be  completed  on  or  about  November  next  or 
sooner,  at  a cost  of  about  $30,000. 


N U M I S M A. 

ED.  FROSSARD,  IRVINGTON,  N.  Y. 
EcLitox-  stixcl  Ei'ojDi'ietox. 

PRICE  10  CIS.  PER  COPY.  - 50  CTS.  PER  ANNUM. 

Or  Three  Copies,  to  Different  Addresses,  for  $1.00. 


2 he  circulation  of  Numisinu  has  luielij  increased  to 
the  extent,  that  with  a linuled  edition,  we  cannot  hereaf- 
ter quarantee  regular  distribution  except  to  paid  vp  sub- 
scribers. If  you  have  failed  to  remit,  please  forward 
the  50c/or  lb85  subscription  at  sight  of  this  notice. 

Remittances  can  be  made  injraclionat  currency,  pos- 
ial  orders  or  postage  stamps,  but  if  you  have  not  yet  paid 
up  fur  1884  a $1  bill  will  do  quite  as  well. 


TO  OUR  READERS. 

Although  the  publication  office  of  Numisma  still  nom- 
inally remains  at  Irvington,  R.  1'.,  letters,  communica- 
tions, oi-ders  for  sales,  etc. , will  hereof  lei-  reach  us  more 
promptly  if  addressed  at  787  and  789  Broadway, 
Rtw  York,  where  we  have  located  with  the  well-known 
old-established  auction  house  of  (deo.  A.  Leavitt  d;  Co. 
Custome'is  and  correspondents  are  cordially  invited  to 
coll  when  in  the  city;  they  will  find  us  haru  at  work, 
but  with  plenty  of  time  to  spare  to  show  them  our  fine 
stock  of  coins,  to  talk  business,  or  to  extend  to  them  such 
courtesies  as  lay  within  our  power. 


The  absence  of  our  printer  from  home  forced  us  to 
consolidate  the  July  and  September  numbers  into  this 
issue. 

SONNET. 

ON  A ROMAN  COLONIAL  COIN,  SHOWING  THE 

HEAD  OF  MESSALINA. 

Temptress,  whoso  InQuence  through  the  din  and  far 
Years  rod  with  blood,  shines  like  some  fearful  aim. 
Lighting  the  throne  of  Rome  like  that  dread  dame 
YVhlch  came  on  earth  to  rend  men’s  lives,  and  mar 
Their  better  fate,  and  set  a sanguine  bar 
Before  the  nobler  future  they  might  claim. 

How  like  a cloud  floats  on  thy  lustful  shame, 

A cloud  that  holds  the  wan  light  of  a star. 

And  yet  who  knows  but  that  It  all  was  well. 

This  life  of  thine,  and  In  Its  steps  drew  nigh 
That  part  of  us  belonging  to  the  sod. 

Acting  upon  mankind  like  some  flerco  boll 
That  sends  Itt  clanging  message  through  the  sky. 

Baying  to  all,  "Behold,  there  Is  a Qod." 

Thob.  8.  OohhIEB. 


IM MUNIS  COLUMBIA, 

A NEW  VARIETY. 

Recently  I was  shown  a lot  of  Colonials,  all 
in  copper,  and  with  the  exception  of  three 
Vermont  cents — the  product  of  one  pair  of 
dies — they  were  all  different.  There  were 
sixteen  pieces  in  all,  and  they  were  alleged  to 
have  come  from  a Vermonter  whose  father 
had  been  their  owner  back  into  the  days  of 
auld  fang  syne.  They  were  nearly  all  very 
good  to  fine  as  regards  condition,  and  sever- 
al were  uniform  in  color.  The  lot  embraced 
three  varieties  of  the  Immunis  Columbia. 
One  was  dated  1787  and  is  given  in  Crosby 
Plate  VI 11  No.  8;  also  figure  61,  page  320, 

Another  was  the  New  Jersey  Immunis 
Columbia,  dated  1786,  and  represented  in 
Crosby  Plate  VII,  No.  17;  also  figure  58, 
page  318.  The  third  was  dated  1786,  the 
obverse  similar  to  the  New  Jersey  Immunis 
but  from  a different  die.  The  reverse  was  in 
o-eneral  design  like  that  of  the  1787  Immunis. 
'1  he  principle  points  of  difference  are:  The 

bundle  of  arrows  and  olive  branch  in  the 
eagle’s  talons,  are  reverse-!,  that  is  the  arrows 
are  in  the  right,  the  branch  in  the  left  talons; 
the  eagle’s  neck  and  body  are  thin  and  nar- 
row; the  wings  are  more  rounded  at  the  sec- 
ond joint,  and  the  right  has  more  feathers  in 
the  new  variety  than  in  the  ’87;  the  tail  also 
has  seven  instead  of  four  feathers,  as  in  the 
other  coin. 

The  date  and  letters  of  the  legends  are  ex- 
actly like  those  on  some  of  the  1786,  New 
Jersies.  I was  struck  with  the  very  close 
resemblance  in  these  particulars,  and  also  in 
the  size  and  shape  of  the  planchet,  to  the 
particular  coin  which  in  “the  Coins  of  New 
Jersey,”  I have  described  as  No.  15,  J.  The 
two  pieces  must  have  come  from  the  same 

mint  and  from  dies  made  by  the  same  pair  of 
hands.  I am  not  aware  that  the  new  piece 
has  ever  been  described  hitherto  by  any 
numismatist.  Maris. 

Phila.,  June  7th,  1885, 


BV-ll'AVS  OF  THE  U.  S.  GOLD  COIN- 
AGE. 

[Exlracl  from  a paper  read  by  Andrew  C.  Zabriskle,  Esq.  be- 
fore the  Am.  Num.  k Arch.  Soc.,  April  9, 1B83;  continued  from 
May  no.] 

THE  GOLD  COINAGE  OE  JHE  WEST. 

Nearly  forty  years  have  rolled  arouiul  since 
the  fortunate  discovery  of  gold  at  Sutler’s 
Mill  suddenly  changed  the  aspect  of  affairs 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  region  which 
before  was  Simply  known  as  a trading  place 
for  hides  began  to  bristle  with  the  wild  ex- 
citement attendant  upon  the  discovery  of  the 
precious  metal.  Almost  immediately  the 
want  was  felt  of  places  near  at  hand  where 
the  metal  might  be  transformed  into  a circu- 
lating medium.  Transfer  around  the  Cape 
was  extiemely  tedious,  while  the  journey 
across  the  plains  was  attended  with  great 
peril  as  well  as  delay.  Private  mints  were 
speedily  established  and  their  issues  became 
at  once  current;  but  1 will  not  now  enter  in- 
to detailed  descriptions  of  the  types,  varieties 
and  values,  simply  calling  your  attention  to 
a few  of  the  principal  or  more  interesting 
ones. 

The  Oregon  Exchange  Company  issued  a 
coin  with  the  characteristic  device  of  a beaver 
on  the  obverse.  One  of  the  prettiest  of  these 
issues  was  sent  out  by  the  “Massachusetts  & 
California  Co.,”  and  another  by  the  “Pacific 
Co.  of  California”  is  of  good  appearance. 
Some  of  these  coins  are  extremely  plain,  for 
instance  the  ten  dollar  piece  issued  by  Tem- 
pleton Reid,  who  was  mentioned  in  the  first 
part  of  thij  article  as  coining  the  first  Georgia 
gold.  This  man  had  evidently  taken  Horace 
Greeley’s  advice,  and  gone  West ! The  de- 
nominations of  the  coins  are  generally  eagles 
and  half  eagles,  less  frequently  quarter  eagles, 
and  resemble  very  closely  the  regular  mint 
issues,  but  as  assay  shows  tliem  to  be  up  to 
standard  value — in  fact  sometimes  in  excess 


of  value — the  good  faith  of  their  originators 
remains  unquestioned. 

The  Mormon  coinage  of  1849  embraced 
double  eagles,  half  eagles,  and  quarter  eagles, 
all  with  the  same  device;  obv.,  two  clasped 
hands,  G.  S.  L.  C.  P.  G.  (Great  Salt  Lake 
City  Pure  Gold);  rev  , the  All-scing  Eye; 
“Holiness  to  the  Lord.”  In  the  year  1850 
the  half  eagle  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
denomination  of  this  type  issued.  Then  in 
1850  appeared  an  entirely  different  Mormon 
piece;  obv.,  hiagle  holding  arrows  and  olive 
branch,  protecting  a bee-hive,  “Deseret  Assay 
office.  Pure  Gold,  5 U.;  ” rev..  Lion  “Holi- 
ness to  the  Lord,”  the  lettering  being  that 
used  by  the  latter  day  saints. 

In  i860  appeared  the  Colorado  gold  of 
Clark,  Gruber  & Co.,  m the  four  denomina- 
tions, from  the  double  to  the  quarter  eagle; 
obv.,  view  of  Pike’s  Peak,  on  eagle  with  name 
and  date  on  reverse. 

Then  to  go  back  to  the  coast,  there  are  the 
massive  octagonal  1^50  pieces  known  as 
“slugs,”  issued  by  A.  Hubert,  and  the  far 
rarer  $50  round  pieces. 

A complete  catalogue  of  these  most  interest- 
ing issues  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  and  from 
the  attention  which  they  are  now  attracting 
will  doubtless  be  speedily  undertaken.  As 
for  their  relative  rarity  £ presume  that  they 
are  all  rare  and  that  scarcely  a die  remains  in 
existence.  Some  are  only  found  in  the  Mint 
Cabinet  and  are  doubtless  unique,  the  bal- 
ance of  the  emission  having  been  sent  to  the 
mint  for  re-coinage;  others,  perhaps  so  rare 
that  an  1S04  dollar  is  common  by  comparison, 
have  not  yet  been  sufficiently  appreciated  by 
discriminating  collectors. 

The  “Pioneers  of ’49”  will  soon  live  only  in 
memory,  shall  not  these  interesting  coins  be 
preserved  as  souvenirs  of  that  exciting  epoch 
in  our  country’s  history  ? 


COIN  SALES. 

May  7.  Foreign  ancl  American  Coins, 
Medals,  etc.  638  lots.  Catalogue  by  Geo. 
W.  Massamore;  sold  at  Bangs  & Co.,  New 
York. 

May  14,  15.  Catalogue  of  the  Chapman 
collection  of  Ancient,  Foreign  and  American 
Coins  and  Medals,  including  a f restrike)  1804 
dollar.  1253  lots.  Catalogue  by  S.  H.  & H. 
Chapman;  sold  at  Stan.  V.  Henkels  & Co., 
Phila.  The  most  noticeable  piece  of  this 
collection  was  the  1804  (restrike)  dollar  from 
A.  Weyl’s  Berlin  sale,  and  bought  by  Scott 
& Co.,  for  J.  B.  Drexel,  at  $1000.  The  next 
important  was  th'e  1792  pattern  cent  by  Birch, 
from  one  of  our  N.  Y.  sales,  bought  by  Scott 
& Co.,  for  $162.  Nearly  all  the  fine  and  rare 
pieces  were  bought  by  New  York  dealers  on 
orders,  and  the  presence  of  these  gentlemen 
at  Philadelphia  unquestionably  assured  the 
success  of  the  sale. 

May  22.  A valuable  and -varied  collection 
of  Coins  and  Medals,  Ancient,  Foreign, 
American,  etc.  555  lots.  Catalogue  by  Ed. 
Frossard;  sold  at  Geo.  A.  Leavitt  & Co.  The 
coins  of  the  greatest  interest  were,  a series 
of  8 French-American  Colonial  jetons,  struck 
in  silver,  Standish  Barry  III  pence;  unpub- 
lished gold  medal  for  Doggersbank,  1781;  a 
set  of  Peter  Heinius  Matanzas  medals,  etc.; 
in  fact  this  sale  was  replete  with  valuable  ma- 
terial for  first-class  collections.  Proceeds, 
2875. 

June  4,  5.  The  collection  of  War  Medals 
of  Stewart  Douglas,  late  of  Birmingham, 
England,  also  miscellaneous  coins,  etc.  Cat- 
alogue by  H.  P.  Smith;  sold  at  Bangs  & Co. 
A special  edition  of  50  with  2 artotype  plates 
was  issued. 

June  4,  5.  Coins,  Medals,  Paper  money, 
Indian  stone  implements,  etc;  also  rare  U. 
S.  Coins,  various  properties.  1203  lots.  Cat- 
alogue by  Chas  Steigerwalt;  sold  at  Thomas 
& Son.’s,  Phila. 


June  8,  9,  10.  The  collection  of  J.  E.  Bid- 
well,  of  Middletown,  Conn.;  also  the  collec- 
tion of  U.  S.  Cents  and  Half  Cents  of  Wm. 
H.  Cottier,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Catalogue  by 
S.  H.  & H.  Chapman;  sold  at  Stan.  V.  Hen- 
kels & Co.,  Phila.  The  fine  cents  did  not 
generally  bring  satisfactory  prices,  and  would 
unquestionably  have  brought  much  more,  had 
a fair  distribution  of  the  catalogue  been 
made.  If  catalogues  are  a factor  in  the  suc- 
cess of  a sale  they  should  be  widely  distrib- 
uted through  all  possible  channels.  In  this 
instance  the  evident  desire  of  the  cataloguers 
to  force  collectors  to  deal  directly  with  them 
had  a sad  effect  for  the  owners  of  the  coins, 
many  of  the  best  buyers  in  the  market  not 
having  heard  of  the  sale  until  it  was  a thing 
of  the  past. 

June  10,  II.  The  collection  of  Ameri- 
can and  Foreign  Coins  and  Medals  of  Alex- 
ander Balmanno,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  1064 
lots  Calalogue  by  Lyman  H.  Low;  sold  at 
Bangs  & Co.  An  edition  with  four  hcliotype 
plates  was  issued.  The  English,  Scotch, 
Irish  coins  of  this  cabinet  sold  at  exception- 
ally high,  and  the  South  American  at  excep- 
tionally low  figures,  but  as  there  was  a large 
preponderance  of  the  former,  Mr.  B.  must 
have  felt  satisfied  with  his  third  venture  as  a 
seller  of  coins.  Mr.  Balmanno  has  entirely 
abandoned  the  field  of  modern  numismatics 
and  has  been  for  some  time  an  enthusiastic 
collector  of  Ancient  coins  of  which  he  has 
now  a very  fine  and  valuable  collection. 

June  18.  Catalogue  of  the  collection  of 
the  late  Rev.  Geo.  C,  Atholc.  674  lots. 
Catalogue  by  Lyman  H.  Low;  sold  at  Bangs 
& Co.  There  were  very  many  interesting 
and  scarce  coins  of  England,  Scotland,  the 
Isle  of  Man.  etc.,  in  this  collection,  but  the 
“Spirit  of  Competition”  had  apparently  fled, 
leaving  dealers  masters  of  the  field,  the  en- 
tire sale  footing  up  only  $518.  ! a very  poor 
result,  and  probably  not  over  3-5  of  actual 
cost  to  former  owner. 


yune  22.  Collection  of  Ancient  Ikonze 
Coins,  the  property  of  F.  H.  Bierbovver  of 
Maysville,  Kentucky.  400  lots;  catalogue  by 
Geo.  VV.  Cogan;  sold  at  Bangs  & Co.  Total 
proceeds,  $610.  These  may  have  been  du- 
plicates, culled  coins,  etc.,  from  the  Bierbow 
er  collection;  vve  can  scarcely  realize,  and  do 
not  believe,  that  they  formed  his  entire  cab- 
inet. Mr.  B.  has,  as  a matter  of  fact,  been 
for  years  and  as  far  as  we  know  is  yet,  a 
steady  and  liberal  buyer  of  fine  Ancient 
coins,  being  the  owner  among  others,  of 
nearly  200  fine  bronze  coins  of  the  Emperor 
Nero  alone  ! 

yiuic  23.  Stone  Implements,  Objects  and 
Weapons  of  the  North  American  Indians. 
474  lots.  jCataloguc  by  John  W.  Haseltine 
(glad  to  see  him  again  in  the  field);  sold  by 
Messrs.  Thes  Birch’s  Sons,  Phila. 

yune  29,  30.  J.  Colvin  Randall  collection 
of  American  Gold  and  Silver  Coins.  1749 
lots.  Catalogue  by  W.  C.  Woodward,  who 
purchased  the  collection;  sold  at  Bangs  & 
Co.  Total  proceeds  ,^6,110.36.  Unques- 
tionably the  finest  display  of  U.  S.  gold  and 
silver  roins'ever  made  in  an  auction  room, 
every  coin  in  the  finest  possible  condition, 
and  a feast  to  the  eyes  for  those  who  were 
fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  attend  the  sale 
in  person.  Mr.  Randall,  with  large  means 
at  hand,  and  the  very  best  opportunities  to 
purchase  whatever  of  beauty  and  rarity  has 
been  in  the  market  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years,  never  allowed  an  opportunity  to 
pass  without  improving  his  types  and  varieties, 
forming  eventually  a cabinet,  vvhich  in  its 
peculiar  field  will  long  be  remembered  in 
American  Numismatic  history.  As  he  is  a 
discriminating  connoisseur,  he  carefully  re- 
jected any  spurious  or  doubtful  coin,  and  for 
this  reason  the  well-informed  numismatist  will 
not  be  surprised  at  the  exclusion  of  the  1S04 
dollar  from  his  cabinet.  Mr.  Randall  has  had 
repeated  opportunities  of  purchasing  1804 


dollars,  as  many  as  four  speiimens  of  the  re- 
struck coin,  such  as  was  lately  sold  by  Chap- 
man Bros.,  having  been  offered  him  at  once, 
and  at  nominal  prices,  but  he  never  yielded 
to  the  temptation  of  giving  this  bogus  issue  a 
quasi  endorsement  by  adding  it  to  his  cabi- 
net, even  though  he  could  probably  have 
made  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  dollars  by 
handling  them.  The  sale  of  his  collection 
was  a marked  success,  the  bidding  being  spir- 
ited throughout  the  sale,  and'prices  in  gener- 
al well  sustained  by  buyers  acting  directly 
for  collectors  throughout  the  country.  The 
principal  buyers  at  this  sale  were  H.  G. 
Sampson,  II.  P.  Newlin,  W.  FI.  Woodward, 
J.  C.  Randall,  Henry  Wilson,  Lyman  H. 
Low,  H.  P.  Smith,  Ed.  F'rossard,  also  many 
collectors  who  bought  directly  for  themselves. 
F'or  prices  realized  we  refer  our  readers  to 
the  priced  catalogues  of  the  sale,  which  can 
be  obtained  from  W.  E.  Woodward,  Ed. 
F"rossard,  and  others. 

THE  I IMPERIAL  MINT  OF  BRAZIL. 

The  first  Brazilian  mint  was  established  in 
1694  at  the  city  of  San  Salvador  da  Bahia,  but 
was  transferred  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  from 
there  to  Pernambuco,  where  it  was  maintain- 
ed until  1702,  in  which  year  it  was  finally  and 
permanently  reestablished  at  Rio. 

However,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1714, 
the  old  mint  at  Bahia  was  reopened  as  a 
branch,  and  struck  gold,  silver  and  copper 
coins.  It  was  discontinued  by  Imperial  de- 
cree March  i3,  1834. 

In  1721  another  branch  mint  was  erected 
in  the  province  o.f  Minas-Geraes,  where  were 
coined  gold  pieces,  not  only  of  the  weight 
and  value  of  those  issued  at  the  capital,  but 
also  three  other  pieces  of  difierent  weight. 
No  coining  was  done  at  this  mint  previous  to 
1725,  and  it  was  closed  after  ten  years  ser- 
vice. ' 

Prior  to  1703,  money  struck  in  Brazil  was 
current  only  in  that  country,  but  became 


soon  after  the  general  circulating  medium 
throughout  the  mother  country,  the  Kingdom 
of  Portugal. 

The  present  mint  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  (corner 
stone  laid  in  185S)  is  an  imposing  structure, 
comparing  favorably  with  and  surpassing 
some  of  the  most  famous  mints  of  Europe. 
It  is  divided  into  a spacious  central  section 
and  five  large  press-rooms.  It  is  governed 
by  a director  under  whose  supervison  take 
place  the  melting  and  assaying  of  metals  and 
engraving  of  the  dies  cf  coins  and  stamps. 

Contracts  with  parties  for  engraving  and 
striking  private  medals,  etc.,  are  made  here 
as  in  the  U.  S,  Mint. 

Six  large  steam  presses,  constructed  on 
the  most  approved  and  modern  plans,  are  in 
operation.  They  were  all  made  in  this  estab- 
lishment, except  those  constructed  at  the 
Marine  Arsenal.  They  are  nearly  all  mod- 
eled after  the  Tonnelier  system,  and  strike  50 
pieces  per  minute  and  more. 

This  mint  possesses  a valuable  and  inter- 
esting collection  of  National  and  Foreign 
coins  and  medals.  Robert  S.  Hatcher. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


THE  1804  DOLLAR. 

We  hereby  take  back,  recant,  and  swallow 
up  as  it  were,  all  we  ever  have  said  in  favor 
of  the  genuineness  of  this  issue. 

Without  entering  further  into  the  subject 
we  assert  that  the  following  statements  can- 
not be  disproved  : 

1.  That  1804  dollars,  plain  edge,  were  re- 
struck at  the  U.  S.  Phila.  mint. 

2.  That  in  1868  or  1869  the  dies  were  bor” 
rowed  from  the  institution,  perhaps  recut,  and 
a number  of  old  U.  8.  dollars,  with  the  letter- 
ed edge,  smoothed  down,  polished,  and  used 
as  planchets  in  restriking. 

3.  That  from  25  to  100  specimens  were 
thus  restruck,  and  that  as  many  as  four  were 
offered  at  once  to  a dealer. 

4.  That  the  restruck  1804  dollars  are  actu- 


ally more  com.m.on  than  1836,  Gobrecht  in  the 
'field,  1838,  18,151,  or  1852  dollars. 

5.  That  the  1S04  dollar  lately  sold  by 
Chapman  Bros.,  v/as  a restrike  of  the  1868 
and  ’69  issue. 

6.  That  the  dollar  sold  by  the  aforenamed 
individuals  was  not  the  one  photographed  in 
A.  Weyl’s  catalogue. 

7.  That  the  photograph  in  A.  Weyl’s  cata- 
logue has  every  appearance  of  having  been 
taken  from  an  electrotype. 

8.  That  $400  was  offered  for  the  Wayl  1804 
dollar,  by  Mr.  A.  M.  .Smith’s  agent,  if  Mr. 
Weyl  would  guarantee  the  dollar  genuine, 
and  that  Mr.  Weyl,  being  a conscientious  and 
honorable  coin  dealer,  refused  to  give  any 
gusrantee  whatsoever. 

9.  We  concede  that  the  dies  of  the  1804 
dollar,  are  not  now  in  existence.  Finally,  we 
congratulate  oiir  esteemed  contemporary,  the 
American  Journal  of  Numism.atiEts  for  not 
having  reprinted  as  proposed,  the  statement 
from  Chapman’s  catalogue  purpoiting  to  give 
facts  concerning  the  number  of  1804  dollars 
known.  The  Journal  is  so  generally  correct, 
and  the  information  it  conveys  so  generally 
accepted  by  collectors  that  we  should  regret 
to  see  the  bosh  from  Chapman’s  catalogue 
disseminated  through  its  agency. 

Let  us  hope  that  some  Philadelphia  dealer 
will  soon  publish  in  full  the  whole  truth  con- 
cerning the  secret  and  scandalous  issue  of 
1804  dollars  made  in  1S68  or  1869  by  for- 
mer employes  of  the  U.  S.  Mint. 

OUR~NEIGHBOR. 

What  has  happened  to  our  gentle  temper- 
ed neighbor,  whose  name,  uncoupled  with 
Dave’s,  figures  so  boldly  on  the  Balmanno 
catalogue  V His  platitudinous  twaddle  dur- 
ing our  last  sale  was  very  refreshing  to  the 
audience.  But  he  is  never  so  interesting  as 
when  in  a rage  he  proclaims  himself  the 
champion  coin  expert  of  this  planet.  At 
such  moments  he  is  simply  sublime.  Let 
our  neighbor  leave  us  and  our  affairs,  and 
henceforth  give  his  whole  attention  to  the 
correction  of  the  peculiar  spelling  of  his  ads 
in  boys’  papers,  also  to  the  infringements 
made  on  his  patent  catalogue  by  his  wicked 
partners,  of  which  he  so  bitterly  but  so  justly 
complains  in  the  July  number  of  the  Ameri- 
can Journal. 


